
OKC Zoo College Internship Program 

Overview 

The OKC Zoo’s College Internship Program is designed to provide collegiate level 

students and recent graduates, who are 18 years of age or older, the opportunity to have an in-

depth, hands-on experience working in the zoo profession while developing job skills in the field 

and helping the Zoo further its mission of conservation, education, and recreation. 
 

Internship Areas 

Internships may be available in the following departments.  Spaces are limited. 

 Animal Areas – preference to areas is not guaranteed 

 Horticulture 

 Education 
 

Application Due Dates 

Deadline Internship Range 

October 15, 2018 Spring Semester January - May 

February 28, 2019 Summer Semester June - August 

May 15, 2019 Fall Semester September - December 
 

Responsibilities 
The OKC Zoo’s internship program offers interns the opportunity to learn within a 

variety of disciplines and provides opportunities for interns to obtain a unique and meaningful 

career experience. The main responsibility of an intern in an animal area is to assist the animal 

technicians with their daily routines and animal husbandry tasks. Education interns will assist 

education staff members with preparation for, and the implementation of the on-site and outreach 

programming and special events.  Horticulture interns will assist with planting and caring for the 

plants within the Zoo and greenhouses.  They may also assist with special events and record 

keeping.  Interns will work in their assigned area for the duration of their internship. 
 

Internship Length 
Starting and ending dates and the weekly schedule are determined by the Volunteer 

Coordinator, Area Supervisor, educational institution (if involved), and intern for the assigned 

area.  The minimum hours required will be 24 hours per week for 13 weeks during spring or fall 

semester or 40 hours per week for 8 weeks during the summer semester or some pre-approved 

equivalent.  Individual (daily) shifts must be 8 hours in length, not including lunchtime. For 

example, a 24 hour week would consist of 3 days, and each day would be 8 hours in length (not 

including a lunch break).  Most shifts are 8am-5pm.  Interns may be required to work weekends. 
 

Non-Paid Internship 
This is a non-paid position. The OKC Zoo does not provide an hourly wage or stipend. 

The intern is responsible for providing their own room and board and other essentials. 

College Credit 
The Oklahoma City Zoo is unable to award any college credits. It is each student’s 

responsibility to arrange college credit with their institution.  The institution that the student 

attends will decide the credit, if any, and any additional academic requirements that must be 

completed during the student’s internship. The Oklahoma City Zoo is willing to work with the 
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different higher learning institutions in regards to completing scholastic requirements during the 

student’s internship. 
 

Physical Requirements 

 Interns must be able to walk, stand, and sit for periods of time, and bend, stoop, climb, 

and kneel throughout the workday.  Interns must be able to push, lift, and carry objects weighing 

50 pounds.  Strong sensory skills, such as eyesight, hearing, and dexterity are necessary.  Interns 

may be exposed to salt water, fumes, gases, odors, and dust; hay, alfalfa, and miscellaneous plant 

materials; loud noises, vibration; poor ventilation; chemical, electrical, and mechanical hazards.  

Interns must be able to work in extreme weather conditions.  Interns may be exposed to 

potentially dangerous animals. 
 

Required Testing/Screenings 
Once a candidate has been accepted, he or she must pass a required drug and alcohol 

screening and background check. Any candidate who fails the drug screen or background check 

will be dismissed from the program. 
 

Proof of a negative Tuberculosis (TB) skin test is required before beginning any 

internship. The test must have been conducted within 2 months prior to starting the internship 

program. The test will be conducted at the intern’s own expense. 
 

Uniform 
All interns must wear an official OKC Zoo shirt and ID badge (provided by the Zoo), 

khaki pants/shorts, and close-toed shoes.  These uniforms must be purchased by the intern at a 

cost of $15 (short-sleeved shirt) and $20 (long-sleeved shirt).  They must also abide by the 

Personal Appearance Guidelines. 
 

Application and Acceptance Process 
1. Interested intern candidates complete an application, which is located at 

https://www.okczoo.org/college-interns-veterinary-preceptorships.  An application does 

not guarantee an internship.  The applicant must also send email the volunteer 

coordinator a résumé and transcripts to be included with the application. 

2. A select few applicants will be asked to do a phone interview. 

3. Applicants selected for internship positions will complete an orientation, which includes 

passing the background check, drug and alcohol screening, and TB test, and submitting 

all required paperwork. 
 

Candidates will be selected, based on: 

 Thoroughness and quality of the application. 

 Interview quality. 


