
OKC Zoo Junior Curator (JC) Program FAQs 2019-2020 

The Wildest Adventure of Your Life! 
  

 What is a JC? 
JCs are teen volunteers at the OKC Zoo & Botanical Garden.  They come from a variety of 

interests and backgrounds, but they have one thing in common…they love animals! 
 

 What is the age requirement for JCs? 
JCs must be 14-17 years old on August 1, 2019.  JCs turning 18 after August 1 may stay in 

the program for the remainder of the JC year. 
 

 What do JCs do? 
JCs do a little bit of everything!  They work with staff and keepers throughout the Zoo doing 

a variety of things from animal and plant care, to assisting with classes to public interaction at 

special events.  Every day as a JC will be different – that’s what makes it so exciting! 
 

 How many JCs are there? 
Each year we accept up to 45 JCs.  Some teens are new to the program, and some are returning 

JCs.  Everyone fills out an application and goes through the interview process. 
 

 Which areas are JCs allowed in? 
JCs are allowed to work in most areas while with a staff member. These areas include Marine 

Mammals, Birds, Commissary, Reptiles & Amphibians, Horticulture, Conservation 

Education, Housekeeping, Special Events, and assisting our guests.  JCs participating in the 

program for multiple years have additional opportunities. 
 

 Can I come to the Zoo and work whenever I want? 
The JC year is from October 1, 2019 to August 1, 2020.  JC’s can work Monday through 

Saturday, except for holidays.  JCs must work a minimum of 110 hours during the year.  A 

normal workday is 8am to 5pm.  JCs schedule themselves a month in advance with sign-ups 

occurring at monthly meetings. 
 

 Can I touch the animals? 
No.  The OKC Zoo’s animals are not pets.  We respect the “wild” in all of the Zoo animals. 
 

 Do JCs get paid? 
This is a volunteer opportunity, but the experiences that they have are far more valuable than 

money.  We guarantee that you will receive as much as you give this program! 
 

 Does it cost anything to be a JC? 
JCs need to purchase a uniform shirt for $15.  JCs can purchase multiple shirts.  If a JC is 

unable to afford a shirt, special arrangements are possible. 
 

 How do I become a JC? 
Applications are available on our website beginning April 1 and are due by April 30.  

Applicants will participate in a mandatory group interview tentatively set for May 29 from 6-

9pm.  Applicants also receive an individual interview to be held in June or early July.  

Acceptance letters are mailed in August.  Training is held in September. 
 

 

For more information, please visit http://www.okczoo.org/volunteer. 
 

 

 

     


