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 What is Zoo Crew? 
Zoo Crew is a summer-based volunteer program with a team of teens who enjoy sharing their 

love of animals by connecting people with wildlife and conservation topics.  They use animal 

artifacts and hands-on activities to help our guests learn about wildlife. 
 

 What is the age requirement? 
Participants must be 14-17 years old as of May 1, 2020. 

 

 When do Zoo Crew teens volunteer? 
Zoo Crew is a summer program.  Teens can volunteer from late May to mid-August.  They 

can serve any day of the week.  Shifts are from 9am-12pm or 1pm-4pm.  Participants can 

serve both shifts, if desired.  Participants will sign up for shifts through a website. 
 

 Will I get to choose the station for which I want to volunteer? 
Yes, in most instances, the teens will sign up on a website for the station of their choice. 
 

 Will I be volunteering at the station by myself or with others? 
When possible, teens will be in pairs, but occasionally, a teen may be alone at a station.   
 

 Will I get to work with animals? 
No, Zoo Crew teens do not work with animals, but they get to participate in behind the 

scenes tours. 
 

 Do Zoo Crew teens get paid? 
No, this is a volunteer opportunity.  Our teens will enjoy some special benefits such as free 

zoo admission, discounts on items purchased from the Zoo and behind the scenes tours.  

They will also develop job skills, confidence in public speaking, and make new friends.    
 

 Can I count this for school/club credit for college/scholarship applications? 
The OKC Zoo is not a non-profit organization, but most schools/organizations accept our 

volunteering opportunities.  This opportunity cannot be used as court-appointed service. 
 

 Does it cost anything to join Zoo Crew? 
Zoo Crew participants need to purchase a uniform shirt for $15.  If a participant is unable to 

afford a shirt, special arrangements are possible. 
 

 How is Zoo Crew different than the Junior Curator (JC) program? 
 Zoo Crew is a summer-based program.  These teens lead Zoo guests at activity stations for 

3 hours per week.  This opportunity is indoors and is not physically challenging. 

 Junior Curators serve Oct – Aug.  JCs assist with plant and animal care, housekeeping, 

education programs, and events.  They serve a minimum of 110 hours and attend monthly 

meetings.  The tasks are physically challenging and often outdoors in extreme weather. 
 



                                                                 

 Can I be a Junior Curator(JC) and a Zoo Crew member? 
Yes, but teens participating in both programs must fulfill the requirements for both programs 

and apply for each program separately. 
 

 I’m going to camp or on vacation – can I still participate? 
Zoo Crew members will be allowed to omit two weeks.  Any other arrangement needs should 

be described in the application and interview for consideration.  
 

 How are Zoo Crew members selected? 
Zoo Crew members will be selected through a group interview process.  The criteria will be 

based on demonstration of team work, maturity in role playing, enthusiasm, and the quality 

of responses to common job interview questions.  
 

 How do I join the Zoo Crew? 
Applications are available on our website from March 2- 31.  Applicants will participate in a 

mandatory group interview on April 18 from 9am-12pm.  Acceptance letters are mailed in 

late April.  Training is held in May. 
 

 

 


